the church, officially known as the Sharon Methodist Episcopal Church,
hes been ploced on the Mational Register of Histaric Places. The Friends
of Smithtown Church and Smithtouwn Cemetery Assaciation hove
essistad with fund-raising activitles. Twe grants from the Clinton
County Communiy Development Assaciation haug been received, 4
nas waad shingle roof wos put on the church in the foll of 2003, The
exterior of the church wos painted in 2005 and the window restoration
wiers completed in 2006, [n 2007, new oak front doors and handrails
were added, Plons are being made for restoration of Ehe intarlor of the
church.

Also, the origingl Windser reed orgom from the church, doted 1898, has
been restored ond is used ot tha chureh far special services. To beap it
free of mice and debris, orangements hove been made to disploy the
argan ot the Central Clinkon Historical Museurn in DelWitt when it is not
in use at the church.

The church weas feotured in the 2007 lowe Howses of Worship video on
lowa Public Televidon during the March Festival representing Clinton
County e one of the 156 churches in lows on the Netional Register of
Historic Ploces,
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Special recagnition and appreciation to the labe Esther Edleman and
the lgte Florence Mochonde far their interest In local history, also to
Loretta Dickrmon ond Auth Burrichter Wilkan for carrving on the
Erodition.
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THE CHURCH'S 3TORY ...

The Smithtown Church building & the anly surviving
londmark of the Sharen Towmnship villoge of Burgess,
oo Sharen Towmhip, located in the northwest corer of Clintan
Courty, was one of tha lest areas to became papulated in
the coumty. This was primarily due to the lock of abundant wober
resources [ocotad in the ared. Settlars bonded together and established
the first villoge of the tewnship, Burngoss,

Burgess centered oround o four comers locabed two miles west ond Bue
miles north of present doyw Lost Mattion. The bown was served by o post
office from 1854 o 1888, The land surrounding the four comers wes
plotted and records speak of a general stare, blacksmith shop, Good
Termplars Ladge and a schoolhouse. The eait-west rood runming
through the villoge and passing in front of the existing Smithtawn
Church building is o saction of the old Carmanche to Anamosa
territorial rood.

soon after the establlishment of the villoge, it weas given the nicknome
of Smithtown and became better known by this colloguialist, ghven In
recagmition of ane of its prominent first elbtizens, David Smith. Smith wos
a bladksmith, preacher and alsa served s Ehe Eown’s second
pastmastar.

In 1865, A Sharon Methodist Church Incorparation waos made. Georga
Reod, trustee ond aran londewner, danated the lemd for the church
and camneteary. The cerneteny wos put bo wse in short time, but the
church structime wos not complated uniil 1874,
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Far these nine years, Buraess residants gove of their time,
mioney ond labar in arder to comstruct o place of worship, In
1875, the Sharon Methodit Church Incorporation agreed to
allow the 5. lohn's Cangregation of Ehe Cermon Reformed
.,..I'\-. Church of Sharan Township use of the church building for

A

LT 4 Eheir services For the sum equivalent to one~fourth of the cost
2% of the structure. In conskdaration of this sum, the German

e, ity
L}?.é‘“:‘_-ff""? % Reformed Congregotion could use the Sharon M.E. Church

| pone-fourth of the time,

The Reformed Congregotion wos an affiliote of the Saint
Paoul's Reformed Chunch at Wheat land cnd was served by ministers
frorm that church. The Methodists were affilicted with the Monmouth
Circuit of the Upper lowa Conferance of the Methodist Church and
were sarvad by minkters from Monmeouth,

In 1871, plams ware first rmode for the Sabula, Addey and Dakota
Railracd to poss through the township. It wos decided that the brocks
woulkd miss Burgass by b milles to the south, When the Brocks were
built, it waors the beginning of the end far the little villoge, porticularhs in
terms of a business certter. Eventually the general store in Burgess
rrvoved nedrer to the railrooad, prompting the development of Lost
Motion. Life in Burges: continued for wome time though. The Goad
Templor Sharen Vallew Lodge, a benevolent and charitable
ocrganization promating the couse of bernpardnce, held regulor
meetings ond remained octive until 1900

The Smilthkown Church building wos wed for funeral services dnd
community rmeetings ofter it was discontinued os a regular ploce of
worship (letke 1920'5), In 1929, interested members of the commumity
estahlished the Smithtown Cemetery Assaciation. This

group repaired and malntalnad Ehe chireh building z%\

and cemetery grounds and in 1931 purchosed the _,/__",.,\ "
church fram the Upper lewa Conferancea. P
oy
On August 2, 1970, the Smithtown Cemeatery i .I Co e _| 1
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Associotion presented the chureh to the Clinkon
County Conservation Board for we as o histarica site,

The Smithtown Church rermains todoy serving oz o
sobe reminder of the ploneer village of Burgess and rural lowea life.
With the help of the Clinton County Historic Preseruotion Commission,



